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pluck up the roots of war in the beliefs, the instincts 
and habits of the people. 



Japan and International Coaling 
Stations. 

The persistence with which certain of our eminently 
"patriotic" citizens seek to demonstrate that Japan is 
studiously, craftily and incessantly making ready for an 
early war upon the United States is most disheartening. 
The extent of this perverse activity sometimes makes one 
wonder, in spite of the most undying optimism, whether 
the country is not, after all, already well along on the 
road of both intellectual and moral degeneracy. Of 
course it isn't, for the masses of the people are neither 
jingoes nor imbeciles. 

The latest attempt of these mongers of war with our 
very best friend among the nations has shown a depth of 
perversity beyond, if possible, anything which they have 
previously manifested. In their attempt to find a dra- 
matic explanation of the big army manoeuvres in Southern 
Texas they fell immediately upon Japan, for whom they 
are continually lying in wait, and set to pounding her, as 
the man who fell among thieves on the road to Jericho 
got pounded. President Taft, they averred, had discov- 
ered that the Japanese government was negotiating a 
secret treaty with Mexico with the view of using the 
latter country as a basis of operations against us when 
the fateful hour should come. Then they invented the 
theory of a Japanese intrigue to secure a coaling station 
on Magdalena Bay, with the same sinister motives. 

President Taft has been driven by these brainless and 
heartless representations to put a quietus on the gratuitous 
charges of base machination against us by the Mikado's 
government, by giving a frank denial of all these charges 
and an explanation of the mobilization of the army near 
the Mexican border. But will his frank statement silence 
these maligners of Japan ? Probably not for long. The 
first favorable moment they will be at it again. But our 
Japanese friends across the Pacific, who have been so 
deeply wounded by what has been said here in dispar- 
agement of them, have by this time, we think, learned 
the real animus of these utterances, and are not likely to 
be fooled by them any more. Nothing could be more 
fitting than the manner in which President Taft, repre- 
senting the whole nation, has, on occasion of these 
repeated vaporings, hastened to assure Tokyo that the 
people of our country, small sections excepted, believe 
none of these misrepresentations, but sincerely trust the 
Mikado and his people. 

The mention of coaling stations leads one to wonder 
what possible harm could come to us if Japan had such 
a station on Magdalena Bay. Our government seeks to 
have coaling stations wherever they can be had; why 



should not Japan do the same ? Why should we not do 
unto others as we would have them do unto us ? Why 
should coaling stations continue to be classed among 
instruments and menaces of war? Have they not, in 
view of the world-wide development of commerce and 
travel, a beneficent service to render in the further unifi- 
cation of the nations and peoples of the earth ? It seems 
to us so. We think, therefore, and venture to suggest, 
that the time has come for the establishment of great 
neutralized international coaling stations at all the 
important crossroads of commerce and travel throughout 
the world. It ought to be easy for the maritime powers 
to agree upon a convention for the establishment of such 
international stations, in a way to put an end forever to 
the talk of coaling stations as instruments and menaces 
of war, and to make them links of friendship, trust, co- 
operation and peace. Here is a chance for President 
Taft to do another service to the cause of international 
concord similar to that done by him a year and more ago, 
when he declared in favor of the arbitration of all inter- 
national controversies without exception. 



Editorial Notes. 

On account of the removal of the 
D^menf National Headquarters of the American 
Peace Society to Washington, D. C, a 
Department for New England has been created, which 
will for the present maintain an office at 31 Beacon 
Street, Boston, in charge of Dr. James L. Tryon, repre- 
sentative. A Massachusetts Branch of the American 
Peace Society has also been organized, the details of 
which will be given in the next issue of the Advocate 
op Peace. This Branch Society will also have its office 
at 31 Beacon Street, Boston, in connection with the New 
England Department. 



The first Universal Races Congress, which 
First universal \ s to be held at the University of London 
July 26 to 29 this summer, under the presi- 
dency of the Right Honorable Lord Weardale, promises 
to be one of the most striking and imposing demonstra- 
tions of an international character ever held. "The 
object of the Congress will be to discuss, in the light of 
modern knowledge and the modern conscience, the gen- 
eral relations subsisting between the peoples of the West 
and those of the East, between so-called white and so- 
called colored peoples, with a view to encouraging between 
them a fuller understanding, the most friendly feelings 
and a heartier cooperation." On the program are many 
distinguished men from different countries — Great Brit- 
ain, the United States, Germany, Prance, Italy, India, 
China, Japan, etc. Nearly all phases of the race problem 
will be discussed, in most cases by those who may be 
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considered specialists. The results of the Congress are 
certain to be great and lasting. It is somewhat strange 
that no such interracial gathering has ever been under- 
taken before. Race prejudices have always been deep 
and strong, and their removal is urgently required if 
civilization is to make much further progress. Perhaps 
the fact that they are already beginning to break down 
is what has suggested this Congress, in order that the 
process of their elimination may be materially hastened. 
The American Peace Society desires to be well repre- 
sented at the Congress, and if those of our members who 
expect to be in London in July will let us know, we shall 
be glad to send them credentials. 



At the nineteenth International Peace 
peace Exhibit Congress, which is to be held in Rome in 
Peace Congress. October next, a historical Peace Exhibit is 
being organized by Count Gubernatis, 
chairman of the local committee. The Exhibit will be 
installed in the general Exhibition building, near the 
Castle of St. Angelo. The count has developed a very 
comprehensive scheme, intended to illustrate the peaceful 
progress of nations and the development of the peace 
idea. He includes peace in the Scriptures and in Chris- 
tian history ; peace in Asia, in Europe and in America ; 
the principal treaties of arbitration ; the Hague Confer- 
ence ; peace congresses, societies and schools. The illus- 
trations may be documents, literary fragments, pictures 
and other works of art, autographs, historical mementos, 
etc. Such objects are asked for either (a) on loan, or 
(b) as gifts, to form the nucleus of a permanent Peace 
Museum at Rome. It is to be hoped that this Exhibit 
will be made more successful than those connected with 
some former peace congresses have been. But our 
Italian friends are experts in this line. The Exhibit at 
Milan in connection with the peace congress of 1906 was 
the best that has yet been made, and we hope that our 
friends at Rome will have the cooperation of pacifists in 
other countries in making their proposed exposition a 
real credit to the cause. 



Education or 
Battleships? 



We should like to adopt as our own 
what Mr. Glen Edwards, of the Russell 
Sage Foundation, writes in the Journal 
of Education : 

" In no other department of national activity has ad- 
vance been so slow and difficult as in that which is rep- 
resented by the Bureau of Education. It has tried year 
after year for nearly fifty years to win the favor of an 
unsympathetic Congress. This it has failed absolutely 
to do. 

"A few weeks ago one of the most stupendous engines 
of war ever built by civilized man slid over the ways and 



into the water at Norfolk, Va. She will carry in her 
main battery twelve twelve-inch guns, valued at $720,000, 
or more than enough to pay the salaries of the entire 
force now employed in the Bureau of Education for 
twelve years. She will carry twenty-one five-inch guns, 
valued at $193,200, or more than enough to employ a 
force of ten field specialists in education for six years. 
She will cost the nation $9,000,000 in repairs and main- 
tenance in twenty years, or nearly three and one-half 
times as much as the bureau has cost the government in 
more than forty years. At the end of twenty years she 
will have depreciated in value one hundred per cent., 
and will have cost the nation to build and support in 
time of peace not less than $20,000,000, or nearly four 
and one-half times as much as the work of the bureau, 
including the Alaska service, has cost in more than four 
decades. Have we anything to show what this war vessel 
really means ? In the filthy mud of a foreign port lies 
her prototype, a grisly, forsaken memorial to wicked 
sacrifices of human life, misuse of man's most heroic 
qualities, wounds, greed, starvation, disease, suffering, 
sorrow, grief, and the widows and the orphans of civilized 
nations. This is what it all means in the last analysis. 
As these facts drive their way to our hearts, is it a pleas- 
ant thing to learn that, while the whole country is alive 
to the need of a fuller knowledge concerning facts of 
human life and happiness, there are men who refuse 
$75,000 t,o the Bureau of Education, and permit them- 
selves a few days later to grace with pomp and ceremony 
the launching of an $ 1 1 ,000,000 battleship ? " 



The visit of Baron d'Estouraelles de 
^^ i ^ lfornla Constant to Los Angeles was an occasion 
of great importance to the Southern Cali- 
fornia Peace Society. On the evening of March 28, 
when the Baron spoke in one of the large auditoriums 
under the auspices of the City Club, a deputation of 
twenty or more of the leaders of the Society met him 
and sat on the platform during the lecture. The next 
day the Baron was introduced to the two thousand 
students of the Polytechnic High School by Dr. Arthur 
S. Phelps, president of the Peace Society. He was given 
a rousing welcome by the students. On the afternoon of 
the same day the Peace Society gave the Baron a com- 
plimentary automobile party and ride through the most 
attractive parts of Los Angeles. In the party were the 
Mayor, the City Clerk, the French Consul, the president 
of the Y. M. C. A., the officials of the Peace Society, and 
a number of other prominent men and women of the city. 
On returning from this automobile excursion the Baron 
gave the president and secretary of the Southern Cali- 
fornia Peace Society each the beautiful bronze medal of 
the International Conciliation Association as a token of 
his appreciation of the work which the Society is doing 
on the Pacific Coast. Dr. Phelps and Mr. Root have 
our warmest congratulations on the fine recognition thus 
given them by one of the leading peace men of the world. 



